Polish aid (Polska pomoc)

https://www.polskapomoc.gov.pl/Ukraine,186.html
Introduction

In 2016, Ukraine ranked 84th on the UNDP Human Development Index, which each year monitors the social and economic development of the world’s countries.

In 2016, Ukraine continued its systemic reforms aimed at overcoming many years of political, economic, and social neglect. The reforms are also motivated by the signed EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. Changes are introduced under difficult conditions of war and a deep economic crisis. Since the end of 2013, it is estimated that 10 thousand people have died as a result of the ongoing hostilities. The number of Internally Displaced People (IDPs) has risen to around 1.5 million.

Ukraine is an important partner in the region for Poland and a country that has a chance to repeat the success of Poland’s transformation. This fact significantly enhances the role played by Polish Official Development Assistance (ODA). In 2016, Ukraine received PLN 94.6 million worth of this assistance.

return
Actions in 2017

In 2017 Poland continued to provide support to Ukraine in areas (priorities) set out in the “2016-2020 Multiannual Development Cooperation Programme”:
1. Good governance
2. Human capital
3. Entrepreneurship and the private sector
A total of 40 development projects were selected for implementation in 2017 amounting to PLN  13.34 million and four humanitarian projects amounting to PLN 4.9 million.

Good Governance” priority
As part of the good governance priority, initiatives were carried out to support key reforms, mainly the local government reform, the education system reform, and to fight corruption. Other tasks concerned improving the competencies of public administration staff in the scope provided for in the EU Association Agreement, as well as enhancing capabilities to prevent and reduce risk and to respond to emergencies.

Poland also became financially and substantially involved in the implementation of an EU project to improve decentralisation in Ukraine, Ukraine Local Empowerment, Accountability and Development Programme - U-LEAD. The U-LEAD programme is a key instrument of support by foreign donors of the process of decentralisation in Ukraine that is carried out jointly by the EC, Germany, Sweden, Poland, Denmark, and Estonia. At the same time, at the local level, with support from experts of Polish non-governmental organisations, projects were carried out to build competencies of merged hromadas with regard to new or extended powers of local government administrations.
Poland also continued supporting the educational reform. As part of the “New Ukrainian School” programme, a Polish-Ukrainian group of experts worked on a comprehensive project of a core curriculum for general education in different types of schools.
As regards fighting corruption, another edition of a training course was organised for members of Ukrainian ministries and central government agencies in effective preparation and implementation of ministerial anti-corruption programmes. The training was conducted as part of the Eastern Partnership Public Administration Academy. In addition, the Polish Ministry of Finance continued its support for a Ukrainian Analytical Unit responsible for managing information about potential money laundering and proceeds from crimes. The unit plays an important role in identifying financial crimes, including corruption. The Ministry of Interior also established cooperation with Ukrainian Police for which it organises training combined with a study visit involving fighting corruption and economic crime.
Polish Aid also supports initiatives that develop the competencies of public administration staff in other areas provided for in the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. In 2017, representatives of the Secretariat of Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the National Bank of Ukraine, the State Border Guard and the State Statistical Service of Ukraine took part in training courses and internships organised by Polish institutions.
With respect to enhancing capabilities to prevent and reduce risk and to respond to emergencies, initiatives were undertaken to create volunteer medical rescue units, to professionalise fire-fighting services, mountain rescuers and volunteer medical rescue teams.
Human Capital” priority
Due to the ongoing conflict in eastern Ukraine, Poland continued to support initiatives for internally displaced persons. In addition to emergency humanitarian aid, lasting and long-term initiatives were also carried out. Their aim is to support the integration of internally displaced persons with the host community and to provide them with better access to psychological support. Assistance is not limited to Ukraine’s eastern oblasts and is provided throughout the country. Centres of welfare and psychological support for displaced families are set up in seven cities and initiatives are carried out that facilitate sustainable local integration with the host communities. Moreover, the Polish Military Institute of Medicine organised internships and trainings for Ukrainian psychologists and psychiatrists in the treatment of post-traumatic stress disorder. Specialists were trained to work with persons who have suffered as a result of the armed conflict in Donbas.
Entrepreneurship and the Private Sector” priority
In 2017, the Ministry of Economic Development carried out a project that was a key initiative with respect to support of entrepreneurship development in Ukraine. The project was aimed at creating centres of entrepreneurship support in seven regional oblasts, preparing regional development strategies and supporting efforts to attract foreign investments. In addition, engagement in efforts to improve vocational education and projects promoting the use of innovative tools and technologies is being continued. In this respect, organisations that group Ukrainian entrepreneurs are provided with know-how about the specific nature of family firms and the possibilities created by purchasers’ groups for increasing competitiveness. The MFA continued its support for a Youth Entrepreneurship Incubator in Lviv by co-financing the development of infrastructure and implementing new tools that support innovative business ventures.
Due to the war that is being waged in eastern Ukraine, needs regarding support for the development of entrepreneurship are being constantly identified among groups of internally displaced persons. For this reason Poland, as part of development cooperation, supports initiatives addressed to unemployed persons that are aimed at training and equipping them with tools that will enable them to take up independent activities with respect to employment in their new communities.
Humanitarian aid
Since the start of the conflict, Poland has been supporting Ukraine by donating financial and in-kind humanitarian aid to persons who are most in need. The aid is provided through multilateral channels  (contributions to the UNICEF Fund and the International Committee of the Red Cross) and through a bilateral channel.
In 2017, projects were implemented in cooperation with Caritas Polska and  Polish Humanitarian Action. The Caritas Polska project was aimed at improving medical benefits for internally displaced persons and the local community in eastern Ukraine. Caritas runs four medical and welfare offices in Kharkov, Berdyansk, Krivoy Rog and Mariupol. The offices provide services that include diagnosis (ultrasound tests), medical treatment, tests, preventive treatment, filling in prescriptions and the distribution of personal hygiene products. The Polish Humanitarian Action project in turn is aimed at providing assistance to families affected by the conflict in Ukraine, specifically to persons displaced to the Zaporizhia and Donetsk Oblasts, by addressing their basic financial and in-kind needs and by offering with welfare assistance.
In addition, thanks to projects implemented by the Polish Embassy in Kiev, broken windows were replaced in one of the schools in Avdiyivka, located in the conflict-zone and the disinfection of water is scheduled to take place in a number of towns located in the front zone near Donbas.
